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For the greater part of the period from the end of the 10th century to the 7th century BC, the
Ancient Near East was dominated by the dynamic military power of Assyria. At the zenith of its
rule Assyria could lay claim to an empire that stretched from Egypt in the west to the borders of
Iran in the east and encompassed for the first time in history, within the realm of a single imperial
domain, the whole of the 'Fertile Crescent'. Mark Healy, covers the history of the Assyrians from
their ancient beginnings to the eventual fall of the city of Nineveh.

From the PublisherAn unrivalled illustrated reference source on fighting men and commanders,
past and present. Each volume is packed with full colour artwork, making military history
uniquely accessible to enthusiasts of all ages.About the AuthorMark Healy is the author of
several military history titles on World War II and on ancient military history, including
Panzerwaffe: The Campaigns in the West 1940, Midway 1942, Cannae 216BC, and The
Warriors of the Old Testament. He was responsible for the best-selling video series for Chronos
films released in the 1990s on German armour called 'Die Deutschen Panzer' and the follow-up
series on the Luftwaffe and the U-Boat arm. He is a keen military modeller.
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K. Murphy, “The Assyrian Empire. The typical elite title, focuses mostly on a detailed view of the
different branches of the Assyrian army, their gear, roles, and tactics, but as it tells the story of
the Assyrian army and campaigns in pretty much tells the story of Assyria. The Assyrians,
although a very different people from the Mongols, still stand out like them in certain ways-both
were sadistically cruel and thought nothing of slaughtering civilizations (a zesty description of
Assyrian torture of rebel chieftains is given early in the book), but also showed great
administrative skills and almost unnatural talent at all forms of warfare-light and heavy cavalry
and infantry, and sieges. The Assyrians clashed with most of the powers of their day-the
Egyptians, the Hittites, the Israelites, the Syrians, the Arabs, and the Elamites, and were also
having to put down Babylonian rebellions many times every century. At their greatest extent they
ruled over most all of modern Iraq east to Elam (Iran), along with Urartu (Armenia), eastern
Turkey, the entire Palestinian coastline south into Egypt. It was only relentless rebellions and
civil wars that finally brought them to their knees, but their destruction was complete-their capital
was thoroughly razed and subsequently forgotten, and as the Biblical prophet said (Nahum
3:19), the Ancient World rejoiced. As would be expected, Angus McBride's artwork really brings
them to life, but even without that this would still be an essential book.”

Egypt Seven, “Four Stars. good book!”

michael rogge, “Five Stars. Very  informative”

JPS, “The latter part of the Neo-Assyrian Empire. This is another good introductory volume from
Osprey, despite its age (first published in 1991). There are however a few glitches and I will start
with these before moving on to the book's more numerous qualities.First of all, the title is a bit
misleading. The book is centred on the Neo-Assyrian Empire, and more particularly on its last
150 years (from BC 745 to the fall of Nineveh on BC 612), rather than on the whole history of
Assyria, which begins in circa BC 1800. The previous periods are dealt with in three pages
which are intended to provide background.Second, the book lacks both a table of contents,
which is not much of a problem, but also a bibliography. The latter is more problematic, if only
because books in this collection are meant as illustrated introduction to a topic. One could
expect them to provide the means for interesting readers to learn more about the topic that they
cover, as more recent Osprey publications seem to do systematically nowadays. There is a
second - more specific - reason to regret this absence and this has to do with the topic itself.
Given its location (in northern Irak), archaeology and excavations have not exactly been a
priority over the last two or three decades. Apart from some publications which tend to cover
middle-eastern civilizations more generally, and a few others which cover very specific aspects
of the Ancient civilizations of Irak (religion, for instance), there are very few recent publications
that are centred on the Assyrians themselves, and ever fewer on the Neo-Assyrian



Empire.Having mentioned this, and as far as I can make out, the overview provided by this book
seems to be complete and a good one. The reasons for the Assyrian expansion - it was
essentially surrounded by hostile neighbours and had not direct access to vital mineral
resources such as bronze and tin - are well presented. So are the reforms and the development
of the army, the various services, and how the army was organized when on campaigns. Very
appreciated are the various sections on the main campaigns of the main Assyrian warrior-kings
from Tiglath-Pilaser III who introduced the first reforms to Assurbanipal, the last great king of
what had become the Assyrian Empire and whose last years saw the Empire begin to
crumble.Angus McBride's illustrations are, as always, quite wonderful. They are also well chosen
since they cover the evolutions of the war chariots, from light to heavy, and the development of
the cavalry, also from light to heavy. They also show on a double page a superb illustration of an
Assyrian siege with the warrior king taking part in the assault. Assyrian kings figure prominently
in three of the illustrations. This is hardly surprising given that they spend perhaps most of their
lives on campaigns putting down rebellions or conquering new territories.Then there is the
fearful reputation that the Assyrian forces earned for themselves, with massacres and mass
deportation among other niceties. They were neither the first nor the last to use such means.
These partly reflect their ruthless efficiency (a bit like the Romans a few centuries latter) but also
deliberate policy choices made by their kings. With limited resources and surrounded by
enemies, deportations was a good way of both weakening the potential of vanquished kingdoms
that had been transformed into vassal states and of increasing the labour force in particular, and
the population more generally, of the victor. The Hittites and the Egyptians, just to mention these
two, did it also. Besides, there were, of course, no such niceties as Geneva conventions or even
human rights at the time and behaviours that may strike us as horrific - and certainly were when
you were on the receiving end - might have been much more common than what some of the
sources (in the Ancient Testament, in particular) would seem to imply.”

Michael K. Smith, “A first-rate overview. Most people have heard the word "Assyrians," but most
equally have no idea when their culture flourished, or where. The "when" is between 2,900 years
and 2,600 years ago, more or less -- after the Babylonians and before the Achaemenid Persians
-- and the "where" is in what used to be called the "Fertile Crescent," up the broad shallow
valleys of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers from the Arabian Gulf and on to the northeastern
Mediterranean coast. In fact, most English-speakers probably have heard of the Assyrians only
via the Old Testament, which is hardly an unbiased source. I first learned about them in an
undergraduate course many years ago that was meant to provide background to the pre-
Classical world that most of us are more likely to be interested in, and I always felt a bit sorry for
them. Assyrian history has a few "great" kings, in the sense of being successful empire-builders,
people like Tiglath-Pileser and Sargon and Sennacherib, but none of them are especially
sympathetic. Assyria became an imperial power as a matter of survival, Mesopotamia being
essentially broad and flat with few natural boundaries and being crowded at that time with highly



competitive ethnic groups. She responded to depredations by her neighbors by doing them one
better, but the empire was always mostly a matter of military occupation and suppression and
not much cultural expansion, and when the empire collapsed rather suddenly after a mere three
centuries, no one mourned her at all.The volumes so far in Osprey's "Elite" series appear to be
much like the longstanding "Men-at-Arms" series, only more so. They're thicker, with extended
text, more color plates, and many more photos, maps, and diagrams. ("Elite" seems a misnomer
when you're considering an entire culture, but that's just marketing.) Healy is an educator but not
particularly an academic specialist in the ancient world. Still, his style is fluid and he does a good
job in this overview, both in surveying Assyria's geopolitical goals and in interpreting the stone
carvings which provide most of the pictorial evidence for what the Assyrian military was like. The
plates, painted by the talented Angus McBride, are very good indeed, especially in showing
detail and in pointing out the slow evolution of costume, armor, and weapons over three hundred
years.”

JPS, “The later part of the Neo-Assyrian Empire. This is another good introductory volume from
Osprey, despite its age (first published in 1991). There are however a few glitches and I will start
with these before moving on to the book's more numerous qualities.First of all, the title is a bit
misleading. The book is centred on the Neo-Assyrian Empire, and more particularly on its last
150 years (from BC 745 to the fall of Nineveh on BC 612), rather than on the whole history of
Assyria, which begins in circa BC 1800. The previous periods are dealt with in three pages
which are intended to provide background.Second, the book lacks both a table of contents,
which is not much of a problem, but also a bibliography. The latter is more problematic, if only
because books in this collection are meant as illustrated introduction to a topic. One could
expect them to provide the means for interesting readers to learn more about the topic that they
cover, as more recent Osprey publications seem to do systematically nowadays. There is a
second - more specific - reason to regret this absence and this has to do with the topic itself.
Given its location (in northern Irak), archaeology and excavations have not exactly been a
priority over the last two or three decades. Apart from some publications which tend to cover
middle-eastern civilizations more generally, and a few others which cover very specific aspects
of the Ancient civilizations of Irak (religion, for instance), there are very few recent publications
that are centred on the Assyrians themselves, and ever fewer on the Neo-Assyrian
Empire.Having mentioned this, and as far as I can make out, the overview provided by this book
seems to be complete and a good one. The reasons for the Assyrian expansion - it was
essentially surrounded by hostile neighbours and had not direct access to vital mineral
resources such as bronze and tin - are well presented. So are the reforms and the development
of the army, the various services, and how the army was organized when on campaigns. Very
appreciated are the various sections on the main campaigns of the main Assyrian warrior-kings
from Tiglath-Pilaser III who introduced the first reforms to Assurbanipal, the last great king of
what had become the Assyrian Empire and whose last years saw the Empire begin to



crumble.Angus McBride's illustrations are, as always, quite wonderful. They are also well chosen
since they cover the evolutions of the war chariots, from light to heavy, and the development of
the cavalry, also from light to heavy. They also show on a double page a superb illustration of an
Assyrian siege with the warrior king taking part in the assault. Assyrian kings figure prominently
in three of the illustrations. This is hardly surprising given that they spend perhaps most of their
lives on campaigns putting down rebellions or conquering new territories.Then there is the
fearful reputation that the Assyrian forces earned for themselves, with massacres and mass
deportation among other niceties. They were neither the first nor the last to use such means.
These partly reflect their ruthless efficiency (a bit like the Romans a few centuries latter) but also
deliberate policy choices made by their kings. With limited resources and surrounded by
enemies, deportations was a good way of both weakening the potential of vanquished kingdoms
that had been transformed into vassal states and of increasing the labour force in particular, and
the population more generally, of the victor. The Hittites and the Egyptians, just to mention these
two, did it also. Besides, there were, of course, no such niceties as Geneva conventions or even
human rights at the time and behaviours that may strike us as horrific - and certainly were when
you were on the receiving end - might have been much more common than what some of the
sources (in the Ancient Testament, in particular) would seem to imply.”

Kerry R.J. Tattersall, “A good overview. A good introduction to the rise and fall of the Assyrian
Empire and to its military campaigns. I knew only little about the Assyrians apart from a couple of
kings' names, cities like Nineveh, and their reputation for warfare and cruelty. Of course, I had
been overawed by the great sculptures and reliefs in the British Museum. This booklet gives one
a more balanced and reasoned view of the Assyrians and their policy of expansion, which had
much to do with trade routes. It is a good place to start.”

Darko Guerreiro, “Five Stars. Beautiful art work.”

Dominguez, “Buen libro. Las ilustraciones, y fotografias”

The book by David M. Jones has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 42 people have provided feedback.
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Reading age: 10 years and up
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